Small-cell (basaloid) thyroid carcinoma: a neoplasm with a solid cell nest histogenesis?
In the past, undifferentiated (anaplastic) carcinoma of the thyroid included a small-cell variant with either a diffuse or a compact morphology. After the mid-1980s, with the advance of immunohistochemistry, almost all those rare tumors with the former characteristic were reclassified as low-grade lymphomas and those with the latter characteristic as small-cell variants of medullary carcinoma and poorly differentiated ("insular") carcinoma. Since then, no primary thyroid small-cell carcinoma has been reported in the literature, with the exception of a case of a small-cell (neuroendocrine) carcinoma, an exceedingly rare neoplasm akin to medullary carcinoma, with expression of neuroendocrine markers but lacking calcitonin immunoreactivity. Here, the authors report a primary small-cell carcinoma of the thyroid displaying a basaloid appearance and lacking any signs of neuroendocrine or C-cell differentiation.